
                                                           

                  
 

 
 

Props hire 
 
we often find, that these days, time is one of the most precious commodities and there 
never seems to be enough of it.  That is why we have goNE into props as many of our 
customers often forgo the props and just imagine they are carrying a platter of food or  
basket etc.  fine in a surrealistic piece but not for “oliver!”. 
 

now you could use the real thing such as a basket of soft fruit but it gets dropped, very 
overripe (smelly) and is thrown away at the end, A complete and utter waste!  However, 
with our fake fruit this doesn’t happen.  The baskets are stuck together so even if it THEY 
WERE turned upside down the “fruit” doesn’t fall out. Being plastic, it is not going to go 
off!  And of course, the cast don’t eat it! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our banqueting platters such as the crab and lobster, turkey and chicken would be an 
absolute nightmare if they have been around for a few days.  So, although in daylight, they 
are  fake to the human eye, the nearest member of the audience is 20’ away and the stage 
lighting is not daylight and hopefully you have moving actors! Now, I am sure that you could 
make all of the props, but have you got the time? AND WOULD THEY LOOK AS GOOD? 
 

Telephones are often required for plays and we have a large selection for hire covering 
from the 1920’s to the current day. You could run a sound effect cd and hope to stop it when 
the handset is lifted…but...why not have a telephone  ringer from us and make sure the 
actor lifts the hand set mid  - ”ring”. That way, it is more realistic as the ringing tone is cut 
at that point. 
 

Candles are often used and quite rightly no naked flame should be used on stage,  it’s just 
downright dangerous!   We have battery operated candles which are entirely safe and look 
very realistic if the lighting is subdued.  the same ones aRE  used on “phantom of the opera” 
so, if it’s good enough for them, it’s good enough for me!  RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES ARE 
SUPPLIED AND SHOULD LAST ABOUT 45 MINUTES BUT WE CAN’t guarantee THE BATTERY LIFE. 
 

Following on we have many lanterns such as storm lanterns and railway signalling lamps 
as you will see from the following pages, AGAIN COMPLETELY SAFE, AS THERE IS NO HEAT.  
 

CAMERAS ARE ALSO VERY USEFUL and I DOUBT YOU WILL HAVE A baby GRAFLEX (1940’S PRESS CAMERA) 
LYING AROUND. WE ALSO HAVE MANY OTHERS FROM 1916 TO THE PRESENT DAY. MOST ARE NON PRACTICAL 
i.e. they do not work, BUT,  SOME WILL FLASH. RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES ARE INCLUDED. 

              



                                                           

We then come on to the more “esoteric” props…… or as often CALLED here 
……“what did he buy that for?”  
 

Here’s a few suggestions… 
• Fishing nets ...”carousel” or “pirates of penzance”.  
• chimney sweeps brushes  …”oliver !”, “mary poppins “  
• knife grinderS WHEEL…OWL ON A PERCH…BOWLS AND SPOONS, WALLETS..AND MUCH 

MORE…”oliver!”  
• the “what the butler saw” machine and the seaside telescope……… 
     “dads army”, ”oh, what a lovely war!”  or “our day out”.   
• truncheons….”pirates of penzance”.   
• the barrels…”our day out” (for the cliff top scene with the actress teetering on the 

barrel she appears to be at the top of the cliff, simple but effective) or “pirates of 
penzance”,  (I am  a bit of a savoyard) “dick Whittington” or anything else… 

• garrottes,  mace, flails, stocks, axe, some gruesome props for “deathtrap” 
• EXECUTIONERS AXE AND BLOCK, FAKE OF COURSE, BUT WOULD GIVE YOU A SPLITTING HEADACHE. 
• BUGSY MALONE’S CAR AND SPLURGE GUNS. 
• THE TIGERS HEAD HUNTING TROPHY AND  OUR TYPE 229 CAMERA…….“when we are married” 
• FOOTLIGHTS FOR OLD TIME MUSIC HALL, ALSO, CHANDELIERS. 
• ACME BOMBS AND DYNAMITE……PLEASE SEE THE VIDEO CLIP ON THE WEBSITE 
• THE FIREPLACE AND ASPIDISTRA, ALONG WITH MANY OTHERS FOR “MY FAIR LADY” 

 
THE TASK OF FILLING UP THE GAPS, I’DE RATHER LEAVE TO YOU, BUT IT REALLY DOESN’T 
MATTER…….MATTER, MATTER, matter, matter etc (2 G&S REFERENCES!) 
 
AS YOU WILL SEE THERE ARE OVER 1090 PROPS TO CHOOSE FROM BUT IF YOU CAN THINK OF 
SOMETHING THAT WE DON’T HAVE, WE WILL INVESTIGATE. 

 

              
 
please read the terms and conditions, but, in the meantime please note…. 
non practical means “it does not work”.  “rings with our type 321 ringer” but it may not 
work with others.  We supply rechargeable batteries and chargers with candle effects free 
of charge. Batteries are not charged before dispatch, these SHOULD last about 45 MINUTES.  
Breakages and losses are chargeable.  Some fittings need some gaffa tape (not supplied) to 
secure the batteries if the is no practical means of holding it.  Some fittings are frosted/ 
dirtied for effect, please do not clean them.  Some props are Mains operated.  this is shown 
in the brochure these are on 15 amp plugs, if you need adapters please ask.  non-dim items 
are fitted with 16 amp plugs and we will supply adapters free.  
Prices are per week each, no day rates available AND OUR PRICES ARE ALREADY REASONABLE SO NO 
DISCOUNTS ARE GIVEN.  IF YOU ASK FOR US TO GET A PROP AND THEN CHANGE YOUR MIND, YOU WILL 
STILL HAVE TO PAY FOR IT. 
CARRIAGE IS EXTRA.   Please pack the props carefully to protect them.  
 

SETS OF PROPS ARE AVAILABLE FOR “OLIVER!”, “DAD’S ARMY”, ” ‘ALLO,‘ALLO”,  “MY FAIR LADY”,  
“ MATILDA”, “MARKET BOY “, “CABARET”, “WHEN WE ARE MARRIED”, “calendar girls”  
………………….AND MANY OTHERS.  

PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE WITH YOUR REQUIREMENTS. 


