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“Deathtrap”       props and Garrotte instructions 

The garrottes have been made to be as safe as possible. You must follow these instructions 
and the use of these props is entirely at your own risk. 

                        
 

                        
 

                        
The attacker must hide the carbine hook in the palm of his hand whilst holding the black 
wires away in the other hand. The victim should put his fingers between the red wire and 
his neck as it comes towards him. There is a thimble joint where all three wires are 
connected. The carbine hook must be attached to the thimble and not on any of the wires. 
The neck part is set at 20” so it should not be too tight for anyone. The victim will need to 
do all the acting or “thrashing about” with the attacker just holding the black wires 
taught to give the impression of what is going on. The actors should face the audience at all 
times as otherwise the carbine hook will be seen and spoil the effect. 
 

we …………………………………………………………………………(name of organisation)  
 
accept the risk and have read these instructions.  I am over 18. DATE…………………….. 
 
Signed……………………………”victim”   and   signed……………………………..”attacker”   
 
PRINT……………………………...                          PRINT………………………………                  pto 
 
 



                  
The modern gun is a fake and cannot fire. However, It must remain in close control of the 
stage manager (or responsible person) and must not be taken out in public.  
The flintlock pistol is fake but must be treated as the modern gun. 
THE CROSSBOW IS FAKE AND CANNOT FIRE BUT AGAIN MUST NOT BE TAKEN OUT IN PUBLIC.  

             
The handcuffs are real and work. Do not loose the key as we only have the one key. There is 
no quick release mechanism. 
The axe is blunt but care should be taken as it is heavy and would inflict a wound. 
The dagger is real and should be kept on the display board and in its scabbard.  
THE BATTLE AXE IS REAL AND SHOULD BE SECURED TO THE SET SO THAT IT CANNOT FALL. 

         
The thumbscrews are a simple wooden prop and do “work”, do not find out the hard way. 
The manacles are a simple bit of chain with a plastic drain pipe bracket at each end; quite a 
small bracket so may not fit some men.  They simply slip over the wrist like a bracelet. 
The whip is real and would cause damage. 

                
The mace and flails are as soft as we can make them with rubber spikes but would hurt if 
swung and used to hit someone.  For the actors concerned, By all means threaten the 
“victim” with their use but do not “connect” with anyone. THE NOOSE IS CORRECTLY TIED BUT 
HAS HAD 3 CABLE TIES INSERTED TO STOP THE NOOSE TIGHTENING; YOU MUST CHECK THAT THESE ARE IN 
PLACE BEFORE “USE”. The hatchet is plastic, just for set dressing. 
 

We insist that there is no “horseplay” with these props and that David fitch services ltd its 
staff or agents accept no liability for such action. 
 
 
We………………………………………………………………………………….(name of organisation) 
Accept these terms and conditions and understand the risks involved. 
 
Signed…………………………………………………….PRINT………………………………………….. 
 
Position…………………………………………………..Date………………………………………..…. 


